




 

  

REDWOOD CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT  

The Redwood City School District is where many of this area’s future innovators and 
workers are being educated. The district is in an optimum position to apply new solutions to 
educational challenges, with a diverse student body, a manageable number of schools, and 
a big enough school population to really make an impact. 

Redwood City’s proximity to the two most vibrant centers of commerce in the region, San 
Francisco and Silicon Valley, puts it at the center of California’s high tech heartland, making 
it imperative that Redwood City become a leader in developing the innovators and workers 
of tomorrow. 

The Redwood City School District is the second largest district of its kind, after San Mateo-
Foster City, in the region between San Francisco and Cupertino. The district is the third 
largest kindergarten through eighth grade district in all of San Mateo and Santa Clara 
counties combined. 

Since testing began in 1998, the students of the Redwood City School District have made 
the largest gains in Academic Performance Index (API) in San Mateo County. In 2005/06, 
North Star Academy, one of the district’s 17 schools, was recognized as the sixth top 
elementary school in California, based on API scores. 

The Redwood City School District still faces significant challenges however, with 56.6% of 
students living in poverty (receiving free and reduced lunches) and 49% classified as 
English language learners. 

 

CALIFORNIA EDUCATION FACTS 

California’s K-12 public education system is immense: more than six million students in 
about 9,500 schools, which are governed by more than 1,000 school boards and regulated 
by a complex Education Code. The schools are funded through a finance system largely 
controlled by the Legislature and governor.1 

The vast majority of California’s elementary and middle  
school children (K-8) receive their education in  
traditional public schools: 

Traditional Public School: 4,286,3692 

Private School: 425,2471 

Charter School: 122,9171 

 

 
1 Ed-Data website, State Profile page   2 Data from CDE website, DataQuest report for 2006/07 
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THE SCHOOLS OF REDWOOD CITY 

 

  

   

 

1. Enrollment numbers based on CDE data for 2006/07 
2. Type: 

Neighborhood schools: Schools with a neighborhood 
boundary. 
Community schools: Schools that participate in 
Redwood Community Schools network 
GATE: Gifted and Talented Education 
Parent Participation: Parent contract for volunteer hours 

 
 
 

School Grade Enrollment1 API1 FRE % 1 Type2 

Adelante K-8 465 795 47 Spanish/English Immersion 
Clifford K-8 756 799 23 Neighborhood 
Garfield Charter K-8 677 670 85 Charter 
Fair Oaks K-8 456 685 89 Community/Neighborhood 
Hawes K-5 365 708 79 Neighborhood 
Henry Ford K-5 491 739 46 Neighborhood 
Hoover K-8 816 680 98 Community/Neighborhood 
John Gill K-5 379 771 46 Neighborhood 
Newcomer 3-8 98 381 92 Bridge school for English learners 
North Star Academy 3-8 498 982 13 GATE 
Orion K-5 180 850 22 Parent participation 
Roosevelt K-5 339 669 73 Neighborhood 
Roy Cloud K-8 710 888 8 Neighborhood 
Selby Lane K-8 628 717 70 Neighborhood 
Taft K-5 496 747 80 Community/Neighborhood 
Kennedy 6-8 919 691 63 Community School/Middle School 
McKinley Institute of Technology 6-8 313 687 64 Middle School 

 

We appreciate all you do to 
support our children in the 

Redwood City School District. 
Thank you, RCEF! 

 

 

 
 

 
 
“Districts in which conditions are 
right for foundations to succeed … 
end up with higher levels of student 
performance than other districts...”  

Duncombe and Yinger, Understanding the 
Incentives in California’s Education Finance 

System, 2006 
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